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Johnny Johnson is an environmental and toxic tort
litigation pioneer.

Named an “Energy and Environmental Trailblazer” in 2017 and
2021 by the National Law Journal, Johnny is one of the Southeast’s
most experienced and battle-tested major case lawyers. One of
Lightfoot’s founding partners, he has spent more than 30 years
defending leading companies against environmental and mass tort
litigation, including class actions and individual toxic tort lawsuits. He
also maintains a strong business and product liability litigation practice,
handling a variety of cases in those areas. In addition, Johnny serves
as a member of the firm's Executive Committee. 

Johnny is not only an environmental and toxic tort pioneer, but also
wrote the book on it — literally. He is the author of The Pesticide
Litigation Manual, which was first published in 1991 and is still in print
today under the title Defending Pesticides in Litigation. The author of
several law review articles addressing issues in this area, Johnny is also
a frequent speaker at industry and legal seminars.

Through his mass tort practice, Johnny became a leader in developing
protocols for efficiently managing complex litigation. He lectures
frequently on this subject, discussing the systems he developed for
budgeting and tracking litigation costs.

Johnny is a past president of the Norma Livingston Ovarian Cancer
Foundation, a nonprofit that raises funds to support ovarian cancer
research and awareness of the risks, symptoms and treatments of the
disease. He and his wife Jennifer have three children.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Defense Research Institute (DRI)

Norma Livingston Ovarian Cancer Foundation, past-president

AWARDS

PRACTICE AREAS

Antitrust
Class Actions
Commercial Litigation
Corporate Plaintiff’s Litigation
Energy Litigation
Environmental & Toxic Torts
Intellectual Property
Pharma & Medical Device
Complex Government Litigation
& Investigations
Product Liability

EDUCATION

Vanderbilt University Law
School (J.D.)
University of Virginia (B.A.,
1979)

BAR ADMISSIONS

Alabama
Texas
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https://www.lightfootlaw.com/news-insights/national-law-journal-recognizes-lightfoot-partner-johnny-johnson-as-a-2017-energy-environmental-trailblazer


Benchmark Litigation, “Local Litigation Star” — Product Liability (2017-
21), Environmental, Toxic Tort (2020)

Benchmark Litigation, “100 Best Bet-the-Company Trial Lawyers”

The Best Lawyers in America© by BL Rankings — Bet-the-Company
Litigation, Commercial Litigation, Environmental Litigation, Mass Tort
Litigation/Class Actions, Personal Injury Litigation (2006-2024)

The Best Lawyers in America© by BL Rankings, “Lawyer of the Year” for
Birmingham — Bet-the-Company Litigation, Environmental Litigation
(2016, 2018, 2020)

Chambers USA, “Leading Lawyer” for Environmental Litigation
(Alabama)

Martindale-Hubbell — AV Preeminent (1992-present)

Mid-South Super Lawyers by Thomson Reuters — Environmental
Litigation (2008-23)

The National Law Journal, “Energy and Environmental Trailblazer”
(2017,21)

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

“Lawsuits as Manageable Projects: Systems for Controlling Costs in
Litigation”

Author, “Indemnity Actions in Alabama Products Liability Cases”
Alabama Law Review

Author, The Pesticide Litigation Manual, (now published as Defending
Pesticides in Litigation), West Publishing (1991)

Author, “Frivolous Lawsuits and Defensive Responses for Them – What
Relief is Available?” Alabama Law Review (1985)

Author, “Co-Employee Lawsuits Under the Alabama Workmen’s
Compensation Acts,“ Cumberland Law Review (1984)

COURT ADMISSIONS

U.S. Supreme Court

U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit
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